
the work we do today builds a better tomorrow

The mission of Oak Grove... 

to rebuild the lives of at-risk 

children and their families 

through educating, healing, 

restoring relationships, 

building character and 

instilling hope.
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Sounds of Gospel will fill the Temecula Old Town Com-
munity Theatre from 10 am to 2 pm on June 26 in prepa-
ration for the third annual Temecula Gospel Fest which 
will be held in the same venue on September 24 and 25.

Last year’s Gospel Fest played to near-sell-out crowds, 
and 2010 is expected to surpass the success of the first 
two years, according to Tammy Wilson, Oak Grove chief 
executive officer.

“Funds from the Gospel Fest support the Arts Program at 
Oak Grove,” Wilson said. “Last year, there were over 40 
individual performers, 10 choirs and many ensemble acts.”

The much-anticipated Lifetime Achievement Award for the 
Impact of Music in Ministry will be awarded to Gospel 
Legend Gentry McCreary Sr. In a career spanning 40 years, 
McCreary was the first African American executive for a 
number of record labels, and he has received numerous 
awards, including the first “Lilly Mack Pioneer’s Award” 
for his dedication to the Gospel Music Industry. 

The Mighty Women of Gospel, a popular feature of last 
year’s Gospel Fest, will perform a tribute to McCreary, 
highlighting the lasting influence he has had on gospel. 

On McCreary’s selection, Gwyn Sanborn,executive pro-
ducer and music director said: “It will be an honor to 
highlight Mr. McCreary’s amazing contributions, and we 
look forward to once again having the students of Oak 
Grove involved in this festival. It provides a great growth 
opportunity for them.” 

Festival Ambassador Vikita Poindexter of Poindexter Con-
sulting said “there are many surprises in store for this 
year in terms of regional talent, as well as our local tal-
ent. It’s very exciting to see how this festival has grown.” 

Musical acts including praise and worship teams, small 
ensembles and soloists will be auditioning for spots in 
the three-session Gospel Fest and the judges will also 
be building the Temecula Mass Choir and a Gospel Youth 
Choir. This year there will be a Youth and Adult division 
for choirs participating in the Choir Sound Off with both 
winning choirs performing at the Grand Finale. For more 
information, contact choirs@temeculagospelfest.org.

Proceeds from the annual Gospel Fest benefit the Per-
forming Arts and Creative Arts programs at Oak Grove 
Center.  Sponsors are needed for the event. For informa-
tion on sponsorships, see the Oak Grove website, www.
oakgrovecenter.org or www.temeculagospelfest.org.  

For auditions, sign up by June 10 to be given an audi-
tion appointment. Walk-ins are welcome and will be 
auditioned after the scheduled appointments. For more 
information, contact auditions@temeculagospelfest.org
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GOSPEL FEST AUDIITIONS
Set For June 26

What’s Inside

The Temecula Youth Choir, top,
and Oak Grove Performance Team on stage at 2009 Gospel Fest.



‘Wanna Play Music’ Jam
The Oak Grove Murrieta campus came alive with the sounds of music 
on May 4 as part of the 4th Annual National Wanna Play Music Week, 
promoted by the National Association of Music Merchants.

With “Flash Jams” organized in major cities across the country, Clark 
Edmond, Oak Grove’s director of rhythmic arts and therapist/case man-
ager, set up the event on the Murrieta camps. Each Flash Jam aimed to 
gather a group of musicians and non-musicians to “create a spontaneous 
scene of live music making.”

“We had about 75 students and 
40 staff members participating in 
the Flash Jam,” says Clark, who 
leads the Oak Grove Drumestra 
program and has been trained in 
using drum circles as a therapeu-
tic tool.

Campus Joins  National

Oak Grove Students
For Oak Grove In America’s Finest City Race

Team Ponte, representing the Ponte Family Estate winery, is warming up and 
raising funds to compete in the America’s Finest City Half Marathon and 5K 
Walk/Run in San Diego August 15 with proceeds from their effort going to 
Oak Grove.

“We expect to have 50 runners and have asked the half marathon participants 
to raise $500 each and the 5K to raise $250,” Ragan Erickson, Ponte’s direct 
sales and marketing manager, said. “These are much needed funds that will 
go to Oak Grove.”

Team Ponte started training for the race in April, with members meeting to 
get in shape whether they are avid runners, first timers, walkers or runners.
Oak Grove CEO Tammy Wilson and Patty Sandoval, Oak Grove’s director of 
human resources, will participate on the team. Support for these two, as well 
as other team members, can be pledged at the Team’s website, www.charity.
active.com/teamponte. General donations for the team are accepted on the 
site as well.

Ponte’s second annual Family Movie Night starting at 7:30 p.m. July 9 will 
also benefit Team Ponte and therefore, Oak Grove.  Dreamworks’ Monsters 
vs. Aliens will be featured and there will be ice cream, popcorn, watermelon 
and candy for the children plus a wine bar and silent auction to raise funds.

The San Diego event is just the latest step in Ponte’s outreach to Oak Grove 
students.  They have helped refurbish a dorm, spent days working in the Oak 
Grove Garden and held a Ponte Club members shopping night of library wines 
with 10 percent of all purchases going to the new Oak Grove library.

“Our mission is to help needy and suf-
fering children in the Valley, so work-
ing with Oak Grove is natural for us,’ 
said Erickson.

Team Ponte  Aims To Raise $20 ,000
Receive ‘Student Of Month’ Honors
Students in Oak Grove’s Jack Weaver School received an added incentive 
this past school year as they are now included in the area’s Student of the 
Month program.

Four Oak Grove students –Victoria McIlhon, Nikola Subotic, Veronica Camp-
bell and Ashley Adkins – have been honored along with students from other 
high schools and alternative education programs in the community.  Spon-
sored by the local chambers of commerce and businesses, the Student of the 
Month programs honor students in Murrieta, Lake Elsinore, Perris/Menifee 
and Temecula. Each of the four districts has its own program.

Vikita Poindexter of Poindexter Consulting Group, a member of Oak Grove’s 
Board of Directors, started reviewing the Student of the Month program a 
couple of years ago and now volunteers as development and administration 
coordinator for each of the programs.

“These kids are amazing. As a business owner, anything I can do to encourage 
them is worthwhile. They are our business and community leaders of tomor-
row,” Poindexter says. Local business and individuals are encouraged to join 
the program and help in providing donations or gifts for the monthly winners 
as well as the Students of the Year, who are chosen from the monthly win-
ners and receive scholarships.

Community  Joins  Forces 
for Successful ‘Evening Under the Oaks’

Thanks to the support of sponsors, volunteers and attendees, Oak Grove’s an-
nual Evening Under the Oaks silent auction and dinner benefit, April 10, raised 
more than $40,000 to help with programs for at risk and special needs children.

“We cannot thank our sponsors and those who volunteered to make this year’s 
Evening such a success enough.  It was a tremendous outpouring both before 
and during the evening,” Tammy Wilson, Oak Grove’s chief executive officer, 
said. “Katherine Bailey, our Board member who has taken the lead on this ban-
quet the past few years deserves a special note of thanks as do our Mistress of 
Ceremony Kristine Turner and Guest Celebrity Auctioneer Lori Stone.”

Foods and beverages featured at the event came from Advantage Vending, 
BJ’s Restaurant, Crivello’s Ristorante Italiano, Espresso Chauffeur, Great 
Harvest Bread Co., La Cocina Bar & Grill, Ponte Winery, Rustico Ristorante & 
Pizzeria, Smokey Mountain Catering, South Coast Winery, Sweet Layers Cakes 
& Pastries, Wilson Creek Winery & Vineyards, and US Food Service.

Evening Under the Oaks’ Presenting Sponsor was Slater Inc. General 
Engineering Contractor, and Premium Sponsors included First California Bank, 
Pechanga Resort & Casino and ProSource Wholesale Floorcoverings. Bank 
of America, Pacific Western Bank, Murrieta Development and South Coast 
Winery were Willow Oak sponsors for the  event while Laurel Oak sponsors 
included Abbott Vascular, ABC Child Care Center & Village, Fun 4 All Party 
Rentals, Johnson Machinery, Merrill Lynch-Fallon-Crow Group, San Diego 
County Credit Union, The Dental Suite, Toyota of Temecula and US Food 
Service. Scarlet Oak sponsors were Action Business Coaching, Barry Soper, 
Dozier Communications, Payne & Fears, Redhawk Engineering, Temecula 
Valley Spine & Neurosurgery Center and Wilson Creek Winery. Event sponsors 
included Diamond Environmental Services, Dibs Pro Audio, Patty’s Funtastic 
Park, Kirsten Baker Designs, ASID (Event Design & Decorations) and Gentry 
Studio who was the event photographer as well.

Community  Foundat ion Grant
The Community Foundation of Riverside & San Bernardino Counties awarded 
a $2,500 grant to enhance core programs for Oak Grove youngsters.

The grant will help provide resources to support character building and train-
ing to assist at-risk youth with strengthening sobriety, improving self-esteem 
and appropriate self-expression.  The Drug & Alcohol Recovery Program, the 
Why Try Program, the Spoken Word forum and the Arts program all aim for 
these improvements.

“We are very appreciative that the Community Foundation Serving Riverside 
and San Bernardino Counties has in part made possible the enhancement of 
these core programs,” Tammy Wilson, Oak Grove CEO said. “The support is 
much needed in these difficult times.”

April Student of the Month,
Ashley, fourth from left,

with Billie Gengler,
Tammy Wilson, Tina Monson, 

Betty Ballentyne and
Vikita Poindexter.

Students perform on Murrieta Campus
See video at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=o_r3JRNuqag

Team Ponte prepares (from left)
Terry Pepin, Lana Trammell, Liz Tyler, Ragan 
Erickson, Lisa Gibson, Sharon Nicola, Sara Buzza, 
Lauren Todd and Lindsey Dick.



Bank of America Joins Chairman’s Circle

Thanks To United Way/Abbott Grant
One day a week after classes are out for the day about 10 Oak Grove students 
are joined by 10 students from the Boys and Girls Club for an unusual type of 
science study.  In a first for Oak Grove and the Boys and Girls Club, the two 
have teamed up, aided by a grant Abbott Industries made through United Way.
Increasing interest in science careers – particularly among girls – is the goal 
of the study which is designed for middle school aged children.

Jack Weaver School Teacher Steve Pilling taught the first session on robotics, 
a field that Oak Grove students first delved into through the NASA Explorer 
School program.  In fact, Oak Grove’s Robotics Club has won second place 
at the annual Robotics Competition, held at Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, for two years running.

Mary Crook, another Jack Weaver teacher, took the lead in the session called 
Science Divas which featured such subjects as making soap, perfumes, make 
up and cooking. “This has been a really good program and has given Oak 
Grove children a chance to interact with other kids,” Crook said. “We make it a 
privilege to get involved and they know they have to be on their best behavior.”
As the year’s grant wound down, students were looking at “What Makes 
Things Fly,” under the direction of Pilling. Rockets and airplanes were the 
order of the day.

Rhonda Guaderrama, Boys and Girls Club director of operations, and the Oak 
Grove team devloped the program. Pre- and post-testing for the sessions has 
shown a 15-20 percent increase in science interest among the participants. 

“It’s very hands on, experiential and has gone very well. During the year, prob-
ably 60-70 different kids have been in the program.” The program has benefit-
ted from having volunteer student mentors from Murrieta Valley High School.

Martial  Arts  Instructors

Science ‘Studies’ Built To Interest

Bank of America has confirmed its support of Oak Grove’s mission by joining 
the Chairman’s Circle with a $15,000 donation.

The Oak Grove Chairman’s Circle offers businesses and individuals the oppor-
tunity to support the Oak Grove mission through one annual donation which 
includes sponsorships of all Oak Grove fund-raising events.

“We greatly appreciate Raul Bustillos and Bank of America for taking the lead 
in joining our Chairman’s Circle,” said Tammy Wilson, Oak Grove chief execu-
tive officer.  Bustillos is vice president and market development manager for 
Bank of America. 

Chairman’s Circle membership includes sponsorship of the Golf Classic, the 
Evening Under the Oaks banquet and auction and Temecula Live! Membership 
starts at $7,000. An Elite Chairman’s Circle membership is also offered.

Find Oak Grove Students ‘Appreciative’
United Studios of Self Defense Chief Instructor Steven Waterbury and his as-
sistant Chris Brant find their Oak Grove students “very appreciative that we 
come to work with them and listen to them.”

United Studios has been coming to the Murrieta campus every Thursday for 
the past year, working with 10 kids for an hour session in Shaolin Kempo, 
a self-defense-based system that works on their fitness levels and mental 
state, as well.

“Chris and I really love working with the Oak Grove kids,” Waterbury says.”They 
want something positive in their lives and they really buy into the training.”
Waterbury is owner of the United Studios dojo (Japanese for place of learn-
ing) located at Winchester and Ynez in Temecula. Many youngsters, along 
with adults, train at his center, but none of the youngsters are “as apprecia-
tive” as the Oak Grove students, he says.

That appreciation is reflected in comments from two of the students participat-
ing in the program. “Martial arts has helped me feel better about myself and 
strengthen my self esteem and taught me I have self discipline,“ Amanda, age 
16, says.  Christian, age 13, adds “Martial arts have taught me to always walk 
away from a fight and have more respect for myself.”

“We are very grateful 
for the discipline, focus, 
gratitude and boost in 
self-esteem the mar-
tial arts program has 
brought to our students,” 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tammy Wilson says.”

Graduat ions Planned for  June

Families and friends are invited to attend the graduations of Jack Weaver 
School students scheduled for June 21 on the Murrieta campus and June 10 
at Oak Grove at the Ranch in Perris.

With “The Sixties” selected as the graduation theme, the Murrieta campus’ 
graduations will include musical performances as well as decorations.  Day 
students will graduate at 9:30 am while residential students graduate at 
12:30 pm. Some students will graduate from high school while others will re-
ceive certificates for program completion or for transition from middle school 
level to high school, according to Dr. Mike Brown, Oak Grove’s Director of 
Education.

Scholarships will be presented by Toyota of Temecula and Temecula Noon 
Rotary Club, as well as other groups and businesses.

Oak Grove’s school is accredited by the Western Association of Schools and 
Colleges (WASC) and recently achieved a six-year accreditation.

Oak Grove’s sports program has received three firsts in California 
Interscholastic Federation honors this year. The governing body for 
high school sports in California, CIF gave the Oak Grove program the 

“Sportsmanship Award” as tops in their Freedom League.  The judging looked 
at participation, enthusiasm, behavior at home and on the field, as well as 
treatment of opponents and officials, according to Kevin Keller, who directs 
Oak Grove’s sports and workability programs.

“Called the Toyota Shake for Sportsmanship award, it recognizes the best 
that high school athletics has to offer,” Keller said.  The award was given in 
the Los Angeles Dodger Stadium with Oak Grove’s Xavier Williams invited 
onto the field and featured on Dodger Vision for the ceremony.

Williams, an 11th grader at Oak Grove’s Jack Weaver School, won the 
Freedom League’s Most Valuable Player for the latest basketball season.  
The first Oak Grove player to take MVP honors, Williams maintains a 3.5 
grade point average, Keller said.

Another first came when Basketball Coach Billy Stewart was honored as the 
Freedom League’s Coach of the Year. Stewart has coached at Oak Grove for 
eight years.

The annual Oak Grove Golf Classic and 
Chef’s Open, scheduled for November 
15 at Journey at Pechanga, support the 
sports programs. Oak Grove is look-
ing for volunteers to serve on the Golf 
Committee, for information on how you 
can be involved contact
Cheryll@oakgrovecenter.org

Sports Program Receives CIF Honors

Xavier Williams, Coach Stewart

Steven Waterbury and
Chris Brant with students.
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SAVE THE DATESAVE THE DATE:	8th Annual Oak Grove Golf Classic
	 and Top Chef Open, November 15
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